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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
TheCommunityCouncilcontinuestoseekoutthe
issueswhichconcernmembersofthecommunity
andtofollowthemthroughtocompletion.Inthena-
tureofthings,theresultcannotalwaysbetothefull
satisfactionoftherequest,butasfaraspossiblewe
getthefactsand,whereit’srelevant,apositiveout-
come.
Muchofourattentionatpresentconcernsthecom-
munityinvolvementinregenerationwhichhasbeen
thesubjectofarecentpublicmeeting.TheCom-
munityCouncilwasinvolvedinthepreparationfor
thiseventandintheanalysisofcommunityopinion

reflectedintherecords. Of180recordedatten-
dance,66% expressedwillingnesstohelpwiththe
regeneration programme,20 recorded ‘maybe’,
whileonly3% wereunableorunwillingtobein-
volved;afurther11%gavenoanswer.The86%in
favourofhelpingshow aremarkableandover-
whelmingdesiretoseepositivechangeinthetown’s
attractivenesstoitsresidentsandvisitorsandtobe
involvedinbringingaboutthatchange.
ThemembersoftheCommunityCouncillookfor-
wardtoactiontobuildonwhatwehaveasacom-
munity,evenwiththecurrenteconomicclimate.

BLAIR IN BLOOM
TheBlairinBloom committeehavelotsofwork
plannedforthecomingyearinBlairgowrieandRat-
tray.Thegapsinthecontainersofwinterpansies
needtobefilledtokeepthemlookingtheirbestfor
Springandwewillreceiveoursummerbedding
plantsinMidApril.Theywillneedtobepottedon
andkeptinawarmgreenhouseuntilit’stimetoput
themoutinJune.
ChildrenatHillPrimaryNurseryplanteduppotswith
crocusesdonatedbyBlairinBloom.Threeofour
membershavetakenpartinaCraftDayatRattray
PrimarySchoolwherethepupilswillbedecorating
terracottapotswhichwillbefilledwithplantsandput
outintheplaygroundlaterintheyear
TheAnnualSpringLitterPickinconjunctionwith
KeepScotlandTidyistobeheldon19thApril,meet-
ingattheRiversideCarParkat1.30.We’vemadeit
alittlelateraspeoplehavesaiditwouldallowthem

tojoinusafterattendingchurch.Ifyouknowofany
areaswhichwouldbenefitfromourattentionplease
letmeknow.
Wearestilllookingatwaystoimprovetheentrances
tothetownandtofinishthesiteofthenewdry-
stanedykeattheendofParkheadRd.Anyideas
outthere? CoronationCornerwillbeworkedonas
partofthestARTfestivalon4/5thApril.Lookoutfor
informationnearerthetime.Ouraimistoimprove
ourBeautifulScotlandAwardfrom SilvertoSilver
Gilt.
Doinglightgardeningworkinyourcommunityis
reckonedtoimprovefitnessandreducestress.So
comealongandjoinus;havefun—you’llenjoybet-
terhealthandamorebeautifultown.
HelenMcCann,Chairman
Tel01250874000;Email:blairinbloom@aol.com

BLAIRGOWRIE & DISTRICT NEXT STEPS: WEDNESDAY WALKS
MeetinBlairgowrieTownHall09:15for09:30start
Therewillbeatleasttwowalkgroupspersession,
onesuitableforthosewhopreferaslowpace,which
mayalsobeshorterandinvolveaminibus,andan-

otherwhichwillcaterforamediumand/orfastpace
possiblycoveringagreaterdistance.
Pleasenotethatthewalksmaybere-programmed
orchangedatshortnotice.Ifthisoccursitwillbe
duetofactorsoutwithourcontrol.

Date Walk Duration (app)
4Mar HillofGourdie Bus 2-2½hrs
11Mar MeikleourWood Bus 2-2½hrs
18Mar ArdblairTrail 1½-2hrs
25Mar NorthballoHill Bus 2-2½hrs
1Apr WhitesideFarm Alyth Bus 2-2½hrs
8Apr Caputh Inchtuthill Bus 2-2½hrs
15Apr DrimmieWood Bus 2-2½hrs
22Apr Pittendriech Bus 2-2½hrs
29Apr Kirkmichael Enochdu Bus 2-2½hrs
6May RiverIsla CouparAngus Bus 2-2½hrs
13May LoyalRoad Alyth Bus 2-2½hrs
20May Airlie Bus 2-2½hrs
27May RedmireLoch Bus 2½-3hrs Smallpicnic
3Jun Meigle Belmont Bus 2-2½hrs
10Jun DrimmieWood AlythDen Bus 2-2½hrs
17Jun Dunkeld BraanWalk Bus 2-2½hrs
24Jun BonningtonHill 1½-2hrs
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General Information
Registration As we need to pre-book buses

pleaseputyournamedowninad-
vance.Thereisnoguaranteeofa
spaceotherwise.

Refreshments Therewillbetimefortea/coffeeand
achatinthetownhallattheendof
eachwalk.Itisadvisabletocarry
somewaterandalightsnackwith
youduringthewalk. Forapicnic
(seeabove)asmallflaskofahot
drinkandasandwich/snackisad-
vised.

Clothing Allyouneedisappropriateclothing
andfootwearsuitableforwalkingon
alltypesofterrain. Someofthe
pathswewalkonareoccasionally
rough,ruttedormuddy.

Assisted Access Someofthewalksaresuitable
for buggies and wheelchairs—
pleasecheckwithawalkleaderin
thetownhallinadvance.Ifyouare
preparedwithalightweightbuggy
andwillingtocarryitandyourchild
over obstacles (with assistance)
thenmostwalkswillbesuitable.A

buggywithlargewheelsisstrongly
recommended.

Transport Mostofthewalkswilluseabus.A
minibusmaybeprovidedifavail-
able,toassistwiththeshortwalks.
Ifoneisn’tavailablethentheshort
walkwillbeavariationofthelonger
walk.

Cost £3.00perpersonperwalkwhichis
payableinthetownhallbeforethe
walkcommencespaysforthebus
andrefreshments.

Timing Thetimesshownareapproximate
andmayvarydependingoncondi-
tionsontheday,theexactroute
takenandalsomakesanallowance
forbusjourneytimes.Pleasenote
thatwecannotguaranteewewillfin-
ishatanyspecifictime.

Information PleasecallNickorSueon01828
640763, or email
sue@strathmoreglens.sol.co.uk.

Fulldetailsalsoavailableonwww.badns.org
Walking is a great way to stay healthy and active. It
benefits weight control, blood pressure, cholesterol,
helps to maintain healthy bones, muscles and joints

whilst giving you more energy.

BLAIRGOWRIE & EAST PERTHSHIRE TOURIST ASSOCIATION (BEPTA)
BEPTAcontinuestoworkona25-pointActionPlan,
basedontherecentlydeveloped3-yearstrategyto
growtourisminthearea,forthebenefitofthelocal
economy.WeareworkingwithVisitScotland,Perth
andKinrossCouncil,theCountrysideTrustand
otherpartnerstodevelop4keyareas:“TheGreat
Outdoors”,“Short-StayBreaks”,“GolfTourism”and
“Events”.Overthecomingmonthstherewillbesig-
nificantinvestmentinmarketingandpromotion,to
raisetheprofileofourareaasavisitordestination.
InFebruarywereceivedthenewsthatourfunding
applicationstotheVisitScotlandGrowthFund,the
P&KCEastPerthshireABIFund,andthePerth&
KinrossCountrysideTrusthadallbeensuccessful.
Asaresult,wenowhaveafullyfunded,£60,000+
ActionPlanwhich,overthecomingyearandbe-
yond,willdeliverthefollowingmajorprojects:
Ø  Abrandnew,state-of-the-artwebsite;
Ø  Aphotoimagebankofprofessionalphotography

ofthearea,coveringallseasonsoftheyear,and
allsignificantactivitiesandattractions;

Ø  AnupgradedlocalareaVisitorGuide,harmo-
nisedwiththewebsite

Ø  TwoseparatePromotionalCampaignsforthe
area (“Spring”and “Autumn/Winter”). These
wouldentaildirectmailing,onlinepromotionand
mediainsertionleaflets;

Ø  Face-to-Face Promotionsthrough the use of
StandsattheOutdoorsShowattheBirmingham
NEC(March2009),andatmajorShoppingCen-
tresintheCentralBelt.

BEPTA’smembershipnowstandsatover100busi-
nesses,andcontinuestogrow. BecauseBEPTA
existswiththeaim ofencouragingtourism inthe
townandtheEastPerthshirearea,alllocalbusi-
nessesstandtobenefitfromastrongandsuccessful
organisation.Accordingly,wearecontinuingtoseek
newmembersfrom retailersaswellasthosein-
volvedintheaccommodationandhospitalitysec-
tors,andindeed“privatemembers”,inthefirmbelief
thatstrength-in-numbersaddsweightinourongoing
dealingswithfundingpartners.Ifyoufeelthatyou
wanttobepartofthissuccessstory,pleasecontact
us!
TheBEPTAAGM willbeheldon14thMayinthe
RedHouseHotel,wherecurrentandpotentialMem-
berswillbewarmlywelcomed.Moredetailedinfor-
mationwillbepublishedclosertothatdate.
For more information:
Ø  visitwww.bepta.com
Ø  Secretary,Philip Smith,on 01250 882200

(psmith@motomo.co.uk)
Ø  Chairman,Mike Purdie,on 01250 885217

(mikepurdie@onetel.com).
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BLAIRGOWRIE HIGH SCHOOL
Business Link
TraceyBaxterfromRoySimAntiquesrecentlycon-
tacted Blairgowrie High SchoolRector,Gordon
Miller,tocommendtheworkdonebythepupilsand
staffoftheMusicDepartmentinpreparingforajoint
eventbeforeChristmas.
“Notonlydidtheyperform wellandreallyaddan
ambiencetotheevening,theywereextremelywell
behavedandgoodfun! Theyareacredittothe
schoolandweenjoyedtheircompany.”
MsBaxterexpressedherhopesthattheschooland
the business maycooperate to organise more
eventsin2009.
S1 Scriptwriting Event
OnThursday15JanuaryallS1pupilsatBlairgowrie
HighSchooltookpartinthethirdannualModern
LanguageScriptwritingevent.Theirtaskwasto
workingroupstomakeupascriptinFrenchor
Germanwhichtheywillmakeintoananimatedfilm
nextyearwiththeirartteachers.
TheschoolwelcomedvisitorsfromHMInspectorate
andLearningandTeachingScotlandtotheevent,
aswellaslocalnativeFrenchandGermanspeakers
andforeignlanguageassistantsfrom Perthshire,
whohelpedthepupilswiththeirdiscussionsandvo-
cabulary.
Thescriptsarebasedonthetopicof"wherethey
live"andthebestwillbeshownattheDCACinema
inDundeenextyear.

Pupils go Fishing!
Thursday15Januarywastheopeningofthesalmon
fishingseasonontheTayatKenmore.
LindsayJohnston,S6pupil,atBlairgowrieHigh
SchoolandamemberofAFYD-AnglingforYouth
Development,wasgiventhehonouroftakingthe
firstcastfromtheboatontheriver.Lindsaysays
thatherexperiencewasaonce-in-a-lifetimeoppor-
tunityandalthoughshewasnervousshehashada
lotofhelpandadvicefromtheadultcoachesfrom
AFYD—Grev,Graham,GillieandDeek. Lindsay
saysthatAFYDhasplayedahugepartinherlife
overthelastfewyearsandshethankedeveryone
fortheopportunity.ShewasaccompaniedtoKen-
morewithseveralotheryoungAFYDmembers.
Blairgowrie High School Holocaust Assem-
blies
DuringthelastweekinJanuary,BlairgowrieHS
houseassembliesweredevotedtoremembranceof
thevictimsoftheHolocaust. MrPaulNicholson,
PrincipalTeacherofHistory,helpedagroupofS2to
S6pupilsdeviseaprogrammeofpoemsandvisual
displayswhichcommemoratedthesufferingofJew-
ishpopulationsduringtheSecondWorldWar.Es-
peciallyinterestingwasthedescriptionbyCheryl
Laird,HeadGirl,ofavisitshemadelastyearto
Auschwitz.Oneoftheassemblieswasattendedby
MSP,PeteWishart,andbyDirectorofEducation
andChildren’sServices,andformerRectorofBlair-
gowrieHS,JohnFyffe.

BLAIRGOWRIE LIBRARY—SERVICES TO COMMUNITY GROUPS
AreyouinvolvedwithagroupinBlairgowrieanddis-
trictandneedsomeresources?BlairgowrieLibrary
canhelp.
Wecanarrangeforyoutoborrowacollectionof
books.Whateveryourgroup’sinterestsare,wecan
makeupacollectionofbooksandotherresources
tosuityourneeds.Thesearemadeupcentrallyand
canbeborrowedonalongloanofupto3months.
WhetheryouareaBookGroup,Playgroup,Adult

LearningGrouporrunacommunityfacility,wecan
makeupacollectionforyou.
Alllibrariescanalsooffergroupsandtutorsacard
allowingupto20itemstobeborrowedforsix
weeks.Youcanchoosetheseitemsyourselffrom
BlairgowrieoranyotherPerthandKinrosslibrary.
Formoreinformation,ortoobtainanapplication
formcontactSimonMcGowanatBlairgowrieLibrary,
46aLeslieStreet,PH106AW,ortelephone01250
872905,oremail:blairgowrielibrary@pkc.gov.uk.

BLAIRGOWRIE PARISH CHURCH
SundayServicesareheldat11am withaSunday
eveningPraiseServiceonthefirstSundayofthe
month.ThereisaFamilyServicewhichisheldin
theChurchHallonthefourthSundayofthemonth
at9.30am,inadditiontotheserviceat11am;there
isacrècheavailableat11am andtheSunday
Schoolmeetsat11.00ontheSundayswhenthere
isno9.30amservice.
HolyCommunioniscelebratedonthemorningand
afternoonofthefirstSundayofFebruary,Juneand
NovemberwithanadditionalCommunionserviceon
thefirstSundayofeverymonthinthesidechapelof
theChurch.OnThursdayafternoonsfollowingeach
mainCommunion,asmallcommunionserviceis

heldintheChurchHalltoaccommodatelessmobile
membersunabletoattendonaSunday.
OurworshipintheChurchisenhancedbyouren-
thusiasticchoirandorganist.Attachedtothechurch
isanactiveBoysBrigadecompanywhichdraws
boysfromalloverthetown.AttendanceattheGuild
isstrongandthechurchhallsarewellusedforso-
cialactivitiessuchasbowlingandbadmintonanda
craftgroup.
There are fourbaptisms and seven weddings
plannedforthenextfewmonthsinthechurch.
Ourministerisstillregardedas“new”toushaving
beenwithusnowforsixmonths.Wewillusethe
opportunityoftheCommunityCouncilBulletintoad-
viseyouofwhatwearedoinginourchurch
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Atpresentweareplanningtotakeadvantageofthe
ideaofHomecoming2009tocelebratethehome
thatwefeelweareofferedbyGodinhischurch.
Wewillpublishfullerdetailsasourplansprogress.
Wewelcomeallwhowishtojoinourfellowship.
Church JamesStreet,Blairgowrie,PH106EZ

Phone:01250876797;Website:
www.blairgowrieparish.org.uk

Minister RevHarryMowbray
BlairgowrieParishChurchManse,David
Street,Blairgowrie,PH106HB
Phone:01250872146;E-mail:
hmowbray@viewlands.plus.com

BLAIRGOWRIE & RATTRAY BRAEMAR ASSOCIATION
LastSeptember,theBraemarAssociation,once
againorganisedabusyprogrammeofeventsto
celebrateBraemarDay.Anewadditiontotheday’s
entertainmentwasaDuckRace,organisedbythe
DundeeLions.Theeventattractedsomuchinter-
est,thatitwasasell-outbeforetheday,raisingover
£400forlocalgoodcauses.Theentertainmentin
theWellmeadowattractedasmallercrowdthanin
previousyears,butnevertheless,theentertainment
wasgreatlyappreciatedbythosewhoattended.
Thefireworksdisplaywas,asusual,aresounding
successand21stCenturyCelebrationFireworks
presentedaspectaculardisplay.Theceilidhwhich

followedintheAngusHotelwasasell-outandthe
dancersenjoyedthemusicoftheKenStewartband.
Thecommitteehasbeendwindlingoverthepastfew
yearsandtheydesperatelyneedmorevolunteersto
helporganisetheeventsandalsotogivesupporton
theday—Saturday5September2009.TheAGM,to
whicheveryoneiswelcome,willtakeplaceonMon-
day2March,inStCatharine’sCentreat6.30pm.
Anyoneinterestedinofferingtheirservices,should
comealongtotheAGM orcallDave(873839)or
Dick(874326)
MargaretWotherspoon,Secretary,
Blairgowrie&RattrayBraemarAssociation

BLAIRGOWRIE & RATTRAY REGENERATION
Public Meeting on 16 February 2009
AverysuccessfulmeetingoftheBlairgowrieand
RattrayRegenerationCompany(BARRC)tookplace
attheRoyalHotelonthe16thFebruarytodiscuss
thefutureregenerationofBlairgowrieandRattray.
Asontheprevioussuchoccasion,themeetingwas
chairedbyMrsSandyBushby.ThiswasBARRC’s
thirdpublicmeetingandwasundoubtedlyoneofthe
biggestpublicmeetingseverheldinBlairgowriewith
about250ormorepeopleinattendance.
Summary of Historical Background:
Nov07 StevensReportinstigatedbyMerchants

Association recommended
theformationofacompanytoestablishpriorities,
co-ordinateactivities,raisecapital,anddrivefor-
wardinitiatives.

Dec07 BARRCwasformed.Itisanot-for-profit
charitysetuptoworkalongsidemanyotherlocal
groupsforthecompletionofprojectsandactivi-
tiesbenefitingthetown.Anumberofactiveand
retiredlocalbusinessentrepreneurscameto-
gethertoformaworkinggrouptoactonthere-
port.Theybroughtwiththemsignificantexperi-
enceintourism,retail,venturecapital,renewable
energy,manufacturing,localbusinessknowl-
edge,andinvolvementinthelocalcommunity.
ColinStewartwasappointedchairmanandthe
groupwasnamed theBlairgowrieandRattray
RegenerationCompany(BARRC). SirWilliam
Macphersonagreedtobecomeitspatron.

Jan08 Publicmeetingwasheldendorsingplans,
workingcloselywith18mainlocalcommittees.

Jan/Feb08
Commissioned Gardens Project—Sir William

Macphersondonated12acres

Hydroschemeinitiated
Sep08

100peopleattendedaPublicMeetingconvened
toprovidethecommunitywithanopportunityto
contributeideastohelpregeneratethetown.
18volunteersrespondedtoaninvitationtooffer

services.
Dec09 Fèis Gaelic FestivalCommittee estab-

lished
Jan09 SchoolsProjectwassetup,
The Community’s Vision
Theideasrecordedinthecreativethinkingsession
atthemeetinginSeptemberwereanalysedand
categorisedwiththehelpoftheCommunityCouncil.
Herearesomeofthekeysuggestions:

Facilities
Weneedfacilitiesnotalreadyavailabletocater
for recreation, events, socialising, training.
Theseshouldcoverallagesfrom theyoungto
theelderlyandthosesufferingfrom dementia.
SitesofinterestincludeHillPrimary,HillKirk,rec-
reationcentre/swimmingpool,RattrayHall.
Activities
Furtherdevelopmentofprovisionforwalking,
mountainbiking,cycletracks,riding,including
adventureprojectsandinformativetrails. Re-
spondentsincludedalsogolf,fieldandtrack
events,skateboardingandotheractivitiesthat
needstructures.Aninterestingsuggestionpro-
posedtheco-operationofoldandyoungina
communityallotmentscheme,growingproduce
forsale.

http://www.blairgowrieparish.org.uk
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Culture
AwiderangeofsuggestionsincludedFestivals—
music,art,theatreandyouth,moderncinema,
waysofdevelopinglocaltalent. Thesewere
seen as attracting visitors for na-
tional/internationalevents.Therewerepleasfor
amuseumofhistoryandlocalactivities.

Means to Achieve the Vision
Tourism
Theitemsabovewouldbeintendedforbothlocal
folkandvisitors.Therewouldneedtoanevalua-
tionofthecontributionoftourism andwaysof
publicisingthetown’sattractions.
Volunteers coming on board
Membersofthecommunityareencouragedto
volunteer,addingtothosewhorespondedatthe
Septembermeetingandsubsequently.
Thelocalschoolshaveundertakenprojectsen-
couragingpupilstoproducematerialsforusein
publicisingtheprogramme.
Funding
Fundingwillbeavailableonlyforprojectswhich
canbejustifiedinbusinessterms.However,the
listbelowshowsagreatdegreeofsuccessinat-
tractingsuchfunds.
What have we got so far and hope to get
Ø  EnergySavingsTrust£7,191
Ø  ClimateChallengeFund£138.000
Ø  LeaderFunding£4,500
Ø  P&KCouncil£10,000
Ø  2ofthedirectorsraised£1,000throughplay-

ingbagpipes
Ø  BidforLotteryFundingof£750,000
Ø  ScottishGovernmentallocated£60,000,000

fortownregenerationandthiswasmodelled
onBlairgowrie

Tobeeffective,teamworkisessentialtoevalu-
ate,prioritiseandimplementprojects.Theteam
includesthecommitteesinvolvedandthewhole
community,extending much furtherthan the
BARRCBoard.

ColinStewart,ChairmanofBARRC updatedthe
meetingontheprogressoftheErichtProjectand
thereportpresentedbyLandUseConsultants,the
firmwhichcarriedoutafeasibilitystudyonthispro-
ject.
RossPeters,aBARRCDirector,introducedClare
andChrisBrettofInterHydroTechnology,thepro-
fessionalengineerswhohavebeenworkingonthe
HydroScheme.Theypresentedthepossiblesites
suitableforahydroprojectaswellasareportallay-
inganyfearsthatthehydroprojectwouldcauseany
damagetothefishpopulation.
AllanProctor,directorofBARRCandalocalbusi-
nessmanemphasisedtheimportanceofcommunity
involvement.Hiscontributionwasreceivedenthusi-
asticallybythemeeting.
GrahamReidgaveanexplanationandupdateabout
theFèisYoungMusiciansorganisation.
ContributionsweremadebypoliticiansJohnSwin-
neyMSP,MurdoFraserMSPandPeteWishartMP
whoareallinsupportoftheaimsofBARRCandwill
helpinanywaypossible.
TheChairthankedeverybodyfortheirattendance
andaskedforashowofhandsconfirmingtheirsup-
portforBARRC’saims.Therewasunanimoussup-
port.Theaudiencewasthenaskedforashowof
handsregardingtheHillPrimarySiteandonce
againtherewasaunanimousshowofhands.
Feedbackfrompeopleafterthemeetingwasexcel-
lentandmanymorepeoplevolunteeredtohelp.
Contacts
Web:www.barrc.co.uk; E-mail:sec@barrc.co.uk
Mail:BARRC,c/oA.ProctorGroupLtd,TheHaugh,
BlairgowriePH107ER

BLAIRGOWRIE & RATTRAY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
TheBlairgowrieResidentsAssociationistheproduct
ofthePerth&KinrossFederationwhoarrangedthe
initialmeetingswithTenantsandResidentslivingin
thisarea.From thesemeetingsasteeringgroup
wassetupfollowedbythepresentcommittee.The
committeemeetsaboutfourtimesayearwithone
OpenMeetingandanAnnualGeneralMeetingbe-
ingheldyearly.

Althoughwedealwithmanytenantrelatedissues,
wealsodealwithenvironment,traffic,roadandlocal
interesttopics. AteachOpenMeetingtheLocal
CouncillorsareinvitedalongwithaGuestSpeaker
whowillgiveashorttalkonachosensubject.
Phone01382442302oremail:
pktrf@btconnect.comforfurtherinformation

BLAIRGOWRIE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB.
TheClubhasbeeninexistenceformorethan60
years,overthatperiodmeetinginvariousvenuesin
thetown. WenowmeetintheTownHallevery
WednesdayfromtheendofOctoberuntiltheendof
March.Newmembersarealwaysmadeverywel-
comeandcanbesurethatnomattertheirability

theywillalwaysbedancingandtoverylivelymusic.
Weareareallyfriendlygroupandnoonefeelsleft
outsodocomealongandgiveitago,lookforward
toseeingyounextterm.Furtherinformationcanbe
obtainedon01250873341oremail
maurice791@aol.com

FRIENDS OF BLAIRGOWRIE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL(SCOTTISHCHARITYNO.004061)
InmyfirstcontributiontothisBulletinIbrieflyde-
scribedtheobjectsofourorganisationwhichissim-

plytoraisefundstohelpmakeourhospitalabetter
placeforbothpatientsandstaff.

http://www.barrc.co.uk;
http://www.pdfpdf.com
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ThecurrenteditioncoverstheFestiveSeasonsoI
shallstartbytellingyouwhatwedidduringthattime
totryandupliftpatient’sspirits.OntheSundaybe-
foreChristmastheFriendshostedaCarolService
conductedbytheHospitalChaplainRevIanKnox.
Itwasattendedbyabout60patients,staffand
friendswho,attheconclusionoftheservice,en-
joyedacupofteawithmincepiesandshortbread.
DuringChristmasweekweprovidedentertainment
forpatientsintheWardsandgaveaChristmasgift
toeverypatient.DuringBurnsweekweheldour
annualScotsNightintheHospitalDayRoom.This
wasattendedbyabout50peoplemadeupofpa-
tients,staff,friendsandafew guestswhowere
treatedtoatraditionalBurnsmealfollowedbytradi-
tionalScottishentertainment. Itwasgoodtosee
themixtureofsurpriseanddelightonthefacesof
thepatientsthatevening.
Incidentally,itmightbeofinteresttoreaderstoknow
thatonthesecondandfourthSundayofeachmonth
ashortinformalchurchserviceconductedbythe
HospitalChaplainisheldintheHospitalDayRoom
at2.15pm.Itisforpatientsandstaff,butattended
bymembersofthepublicwhoaremadeverywel-
come.TheFriendssupporttheserviceand,atthe
conclusion,theyprovideacupofteaandabiscuit
forthoseattending.
AsIindicatedinthelasteditionmuchofoursupport
stemsfrom privatedonations. Lastyearwere-
ceivedasubstantialprivatedonationwhichwas
dedicatedtothepurchaseofthreespeciallyde-

signedbedsforusebypatientsrequiringpalliative
care.
Itwasthenweweremadeawareoftheincreasing
numberofpatientsinthiscategory.Oneofourown
members,aformernurse,suggestedtotheFriends
thatitwouldbebeneficialforthesepatientsifwe
weretosponsorspecialisttrainingforamemberof
thestaff.TheChargeNursesconfirmedtherewas
alwaysaneedformorenursesspeciallytrainedin
thisfieldandtheygavestrongsupporttothepro-
posal. Sincethenasuitablecandidatefrom the
nursingstaffhasagreedtoundergothistrainingand
sheisnowenrolledinatwoyearpart-timeDegree
CourseinPalliativeNursingCareatDundeeUniver-
sitysponsoredbytheFriends.Inthelongrunwe
areconfidentthiswillbebeneficialtopatientsand
otherhospitalstaff.
OnSaturday,14th Marchbetween10am and12
noontheFriendsareholdingaCoffeeMorningin
theHospitalDayRoom.Awarminvitationisgiven
toallmembersofthepublictojointheminsupport
forwhatwedo.Forthosewhohavenotdoneso,it
wouldbeagoodopportunitytoview(externallyof
course)theSunRoomsandGardenswhichwere
thesubjectofourspecialprojectandcompletedlast
year.
DouglasKidd,Chairman,40WoodlandsPark,Blair-
gowrie.
douglaskidd@btinternet.com; telephone 01250
875816

RELAY FOR LIFE
ThelocalcommitteeofCancerResearchUK’sRelay
forLifehavemadeadecisiontotakeayearoutfrom
theevent.Thisisduetochangesindate,venue
andalsoproceduresfrom CancerResearchUK.
Westillintendtoholdtheeventin2010andwillbe
planningvariousfundraisingideasthroughout2009.
Overthepasttwo yearswehaveraisedover
£60,000tofundnewwaystoprevent,diagnoseand

treatdifferenttypesofcancerandalsotoraisecan-
cerawarenessinthecommunity.Wearestillcom-
mittedtocontinuingourefforts,butoveralonger
timespan.Ifyouwouldliketobeinvolvedinthis
worthwhilecausepleasecontactSandraIslesby
email:sandra-isles2003@yahoo.co.uk
FormoreinformationaboutRelayforLifelogonto
www.cancerresearchuk.org/relay

STRATHMORE SURGERY
DrMcNeillandDrHumblewouldliketothankeve-
ryonewhotookpartintherecentpatientsurvey.
Themaincriticism expressedwasthatpatients
founditdifficulttogetthroughtothesurgeryonthe
telephoneat8.30am tomakeanappointment.In
responsewehaveintroducedseveralmeasuresto
improvetelephoneaccess.
Ø  Appointmentsareavailabletobookfrom8.00am

insteadof8.30am.
Ø  Manymoreappointmentsarenowpre-bookable

upto7daysinadvancetosavehavingtocall
firstthinginthemorningfornon-urgentcom-
plaints. Thiswillincludelateafternoonslots,
whichwillbenefitpatientswhowork.

Ø  Someappointmentsareavailabletobookseveral
weeksinadvance.

Ø  Onthedayappointmentsarestillavailablefor
thosepatientsneedingtoseeadoctorquickly
andcanbebookedfrom8.00am.

Wearegladtoreportthatthefeedbackwehavere-
ceived from patients since introducing these
changesinearlyJanuaryhavebeenverypositive.
Wehavealsointroducedaservicetoacceptrepeat
prescriptionrequestsviaemail.Registrationforms
forthisserviceareavailableatthereceptiondesk.
Ifyouareasmokerandwouldlikemoreinformation
onquittingpleasecontactreceptiontomakeanap-
pointmenttobeenseenatourNoSmokingDay
eventon11thMarch.

SPECIAL TREATS
TheSpecialTreatsheldtheirAGMonJanuary26th
2009,welcomedbyChairpersonRabBeattiewho

reportedthat2008hadbeenaverysuccessfulyear
fortheSpecialTreatswithmanylocalseniorsenjoy-

http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/relay
http://www.pdfpdf.com
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ingtheholidayandweekendbreaksetc.Hewent
ontothankthepublicfortheirsupportatthefund-
raisingevents.
RattrayHallCommitteewerethankedfortheirassis-
tancewhentheSpecialTreatshadrentedtheirhall
forevents.
TheTreasurerreportedthatAuditedAccountsRe-
portswerebeingforwardedtoOSCARasrequired
withourCharitableStatus.
TheCommitteewerere-elected.
EventsandOutingsforfirsthalfof2009werede-
cided.
TUESDAY 10TH MARCH 2009

“GIRLS”NightOut—HighTeaatRattrayHall
(servedbytheMen!!)followedbytriptoPerth
Theatre—cost£20

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH 2009
IrishNight3coursemeal—tickets£12
Bringownrefreshments

11TH MAY 2009
BINGOTEA:Eyesdown7.30pm
*StarPrize£50*

SATURDAY 20TH JUNE 2009
BothyNight—tickets£10—bring own refresh-
ments

Forticketstelephone
SHONAIDH 01250870525
ADELE 01250873053

SPECIAL TREATS OUTINGS FOR 2009
MARCH WeekendTriptoGlasgowarea
JUNE VisittoScottishParliament
JULY TriptoNorthernIreland
AUGUST WeekendTriptoOrkney
SEPTEMBER TriptoLondon
Interested?ContactShonaidh01250870525

STRATHMORE & THE GLENS COMMUNITY MARKETS
DATES FOR 2009

“Opportunitytopromotelocalproducers”
10am-3pm onthefollowingdates:

28thMarch CouparAngusHorseFair
11thApril Blairgowrie and Rattray
EasterFair
23rdMay AlythSquare
27thJune BlairgowrieWellmeadow
25thJuly AlythSquare

22ndAugust BlairgowrieWellmeadow
26thSeptember AlythSquare
24thOctober BlairgowrieWellmeadow
28thNovember AlythSquare
5thDecember IndoorChristmas Market
Blairgowrie

FurtherdetailsavailablefromSueCole01828
640763orviawww.strathmoreglens.org

MESSAGE FROM CLLR ELIZABETH GRANT
Noneofuscouldfailtobeawareofthebankingcri-
sisandthefalloutthatisaffectingjobsandbusi-
nessesworldwidenottomentionthesocialimplica-
tionsasourserviceindustriesstrivetotakethe
strain.
Councilshavenotbeenimmunetothecreditcrunch.
However,inScotlandwearefortunatetohavere-
ceivedabettersettlementfrom theScottishGov-
ernmentthanwehadhopedandasaconsequence
wehavebeenabletofreezetheCouncilTaxfora
secondsuccessiveyear.
Wehaveprioritisedourspendingtosupportthefu-
tureofouryoungpeopleandhence£500,000ofad-
ditionalfundstoEducationandChildren’sServices.
ThenewCommunityCampusesaretoreceiveaddi-
tionalfundingfortheirlibrariesof£102,000anda
further£80,000togive21stcenturyaccesstoaddi-
tionalICTwithinthenewlibraries.
Tosupportthemostvulnerableinourcommunities
theCouncilproposestoco-locatetheCitizensAd-
viceBureauandtheWelfareRightsteamtoprovide
asingledooraccessforfinancialadvice.Wewill

alsodevelopacreditunionfortheresidentsofour
areawhofindthingsparticularlyhardinthesediffi-
culttimes.
TheCounciliscommittedtothebestpossiblecare
forourincreasinglyageingresidentsandwehave
providedanadditional£150,000forHousingwith
Caresothatolderpeoplewhowishtoremainat
homecandosoforaslongaspossible.Thisisin
additiontothehugecommitmentwemadeof£2mil-
lioninourpreviousbudget.
AsaresultofarecentEconomicConferencehosted
bytheCouncilanadditional£250,000wasaddedto
moniesalreadyallocatedtosupportbusinessex-
pansionandsocialenterprise,toaidemployability
andboosttourism.Ineffectover£1millionhasbeen
allocatedtothelocaleconomytoensurethatitre-
mainswellplacedtowithstandthecurrentdownturn.
ThisisjustasnapshotoftherecentbudgetbutI
thinkithighlightsthatwehavetriedtoaddressthe
currentglobaleconomicdownturninapositiveand
creativeway,investinourchildren,sustainourser-
vicesandprotectthevulnerableinourcommunities.

http://www.strathmoreglens.org
http://www.pdfpdf.com

