
BULLETIN
November 2008-February 2009

BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

• Awards for All
• Community Voices

Wearegratefultothefollowingfundsfortheirfinancial
supportfortheproductionofthisBulletin,enablingittobe
issuedfreeofcharge:

http://www.pdfpdf.com


File:Bulletin08-11A4.doc 2of11 Dateprinted:05/11/2008

CONTENTS

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL ........................................................................................3
BARRC—Blairgowrie & Rattray Regeneration Company........................................................................3
BLAIRGOWRIE & EAST PERTHSHIRE TOURIST ASSOCIATION (BEPTA) ...........................................4
BLAIRGOWRIE & EAST PERTHSHIRE WALKING FESTIVAL .................................................................4
BLAIRGOWRIE LIBRARY............................................................................................................................4
BLAIR IN BLOOM.........................................................................................................................................5
COMMUNITY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT .......................................................................................5
FRIENDS OF BLAIRGOWRIE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL ...........................................................................5
GROWBIZ—ENTERPRISING EASTERN PERTHSHIRE ............................................................................6
HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL.............................................................................................................................6
RATTRAY HALL ...........................................................................................................................................6
RATTRAY PARISH CHURCH ......................................................................................................................6
RELAY FOR LIFE WRAPS UP.....................................................................................................................8
SPECIAL TREATS........................................................................................................................................8
STRATHMORE CENTRE FOR YOUTH DIALOGUE ...................................................................................8
STRIDE FOR LIFE WEDNESDAY WALKS .................................................................................................8
TAYSIDE POLICE.........................................................................................................................................9
YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS .................................................................................................................10
MESSAGE FROM CLLR BOB ELLIS ........................................................................................................10

http://www.pdfpdf.com


File:Bulletin08-11A4.doc 3of11 Dateprinted:05/11/2008

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
TheCommunityCouncilmembershaveincreas-
inglybeenreceivingrequestsforactionfrommem-
bersofthecommunityandhavefollowedtheseup
byconnectingwiththeauthoritiesbestplacedtodi-
recttheaction.Sometimesthismeansrequesting
helpfromtheCouncil’sofficersandoftenthelocal
Councillorshaveputtheircontactstogooduse,for
whichweareverygrateful.Onerecentinstance
wasarequesttohavetheLoonBraestidiedupby
CommunityServicepeople,arequestwhichhas
expandedtoamuchmoremajorproject.
Wehavebeeninvolvedwiththeactivitiesofthe
BlairgowrieandRattrayRegenerationCompany
(BARRC)whosereportisincludedinthisBulletin.
Weseethisasagreatopportunityforthecommu-
nitytobenefitfromthevoluntaryeffortsofagroup
ofinfluentialexecutives,manyofwhomhaveheld
veryseniorpostsinnationalandinternationalor-
ganisations;somearewell-knownlocalbusiness

owners.ThisBoardofDirectorshasthefunctionof
takingtheambitionsofthecommunityandworking
themupintopracticalprojects.Theyneedthehelp
oflocalpeopleinteamstomanagetheimplementa-
tionoftheideascontributed—theBoardappreci-
atesthewillingnessofthosewhohavealreadyvol-
unteeredtheirskillswhichcoveraverywelcome
range.
Whilesomesuggestionshavebeenincirculation
foryears,manygoodideashavenotactuallybeen
implemented.Nowisthetimetopresshomethe
advantageofhavingpeoplewithinfluence,experi-
ence,accesstofundsandtheenthusiasmtomake
itallhappen.Ifyoucanhelp,pleasecontactanyof
the Community Council’s executive committee
listedbelow ortheChairmanofBARRC,Colin
Stewartat01250875000.

BARRC—BLAIRGOWRIE & RATTRAY REGENERATION COMPANY
Community Consultation

On4September2008,apublicmeetingwasheldin
theRoyalHotel,Blairgowrie,tohearthecommu-
nity’sviewsonthewayforwardfortheregeneration
ofthetown.Awidevarietyofideasweresubmitted
bytheaudienceofaround100andtwoexistingpro-
jects—collectively the ErichtProject—were de-
scribed.Thesewere:
• aproposalforaVisitorCentreworthyofinterna-

tionalinterest,
• aHydro-electricitySchemeprovidingbothfinan-

cialincomeandademonstrationofcarbonre-
ductionthroughrenewableenergy.

Theideasrecordedbythosepresentaresumma-
risedbelow.
2.1 Facilities
Manyresponsesaskfornewfacilitiesorenhance-
mentsofexistingonesincludingtheretentionofthe
HillPrimarySchoolbuildingwhentheschoolmoves
tothenewcampus.Theneedistoextendthepro-
visionalreadyavailableinRattrayHalls,theTown
Hallandothervenuesforleisureandsocialactivi-
ties.
Up-to-dateresourcesareneededforindoorsports,
training,youthevents,competitions,provisionfor
theelderly,acaféareaandmore.
3 Outdoor activities
Therangeofoutdooractivitiesaimedatexploiting
thefeaturesoftheareaislarge:
• Walking;
• Biking—bothmountainandcycle-track;
• Riding;
• Adventureprojects;
• Golf,trackandfieldevents;
• Skate-boarding;

• Allotmentschemewheremature-agedandyouth
canapplyskillsingrowingproduce.

3.1 Culture
Greatimaginationhasbeenshownintherangeof
attractionsandeventsenvisaged:
• Festivalsofmusic,art,drama;
• Amoderncinema;
• Amuseumrecordingthehistoryofthearea,its

populationandestates,itsindustry,geology,
sportinghistory,andothercollectionsrelatingto
BlairgowrieandEasternPerthshire. Themu-
seum shouldalsodescribeparticularaspects
suchasthewealthofwildlife—itsbirds,the
salmonlife-cycleandmuchmore.

• Nationalandinternationaleventsencouraging
tourism,aswellasappealingtothelocalfolk.

3.2 Tourism
Whilethehydroprojectisdesignedtoprovidea
substantialincome,anyprojectswhichinvolvelarge
investmentsalsoneedasteadyandgrowingtourist
tradetosupporttheinvestmentandtoensurethe
maintenanceofthephysicalassets.Weneedto
relyontheeffectivepromotionofthearea,whether
byofficialservicesorlocalorganisations.
3.3 Human resources
Thecommunitylistedhumanresourceissuesas
importantintheregenerationofthearea.Thiswill
involve:
• Sustainableemploymentprospectsin:

o Newandexistingindustry,
o Hospitality,
o Services;

• Supportfornewstart-ups;
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• Motivationforschoolleaverstoremaininthe
town,orreturnafterqualification.

3.4 Other needs in the area
Thereweresuggestionsfortheimprovementofthe
attractivenessofthetown.Theseincluded:
• Thecleaningupofuglysitesandgreenareas
• Changestothetrafficmanagementarrange-

ments,suchastheone-waysystem andpark-
ing.

3.5 Volunteers
Theparticipantswereaskedtoconsiderworkingin
thevariousprojectsonavolunteerbasisand18
membersofthecommunityhavesofarresponded
tothis.Furtheroffersofassistancewouldbevery
welcome.
ContactChairman,BARRC:
ColinStewart:01250875000;

colin.blairgowrie@btopenworld.com

BLAIRGOWRIE & EAST PERTHSHIRE TOURIST ASSOCIATION (BEPTA)
BEPTAisarrangingaprogrammeofactivitiesand
eventsovertheweekend29th&30thNovember,in
celebrationofStAndrew’sDay.Thiswillbea“big-
gerandbetter”programmethanlastyear’s,withthe
aimofdevelopingtheStAndrew’sDayweekendas
thestartofa“WinterFestival”.Thedetailsofthe
programme,forwhichwehavereceivedfunding
supportbothfrom theScottishGovernmentand
fromPerth&KinrossCouncil,arestillbeingfinal-
ised,butwillbepublicisedingoodtimeinthelocal
pressandalsowiderafield.Therewillbeattrac-
tionsforallages,rangingfromBrassBands,Fire-
worksandChildren’sStorytellingtoCeilidhs.
Wearecontinuingtodevelopandenhanceour
Websiteatwww.bepta.com,withtheaimofattract-
ingvisitorstotheareaandholdingthemherefora
whilelonger.Thewebsiteispackedwithinforma-
tionaboutthelocalareaandwillencouragevisitors
touseBlairgowrieandEastPerthshireasashort-
breakbasetoexplorethesurroundingattractions.
Thelocalcommunitywillalsofindsomethingofin-
teresthere.
BEPTAisnowworkingona25-pointActionPlan
basedontherecentlydeveloped3-yearstrategyto
growtourisminthearea,forthebenefitofthelocal
economy.WeareworkingwithVisitScotland,PKC,

theCountrysideTrustandotherpartnerstodevelop
4keyareas:“TheGreatOutdoors”,“Short-Stay
Breaks”,“GolfTourism”and“Events”. Overthe
comingmonthstherewillbesignificantinvestment
inmarketingandpromotiontoraisetheprofileof
ourareaasavisitordestination.
BEPTA’smembershipnowstandsatover95busi-
nesses,and iscontinuing to grow. Because
BEPTAexistswiththeaimofencouragingtourism
inthetownandtheEastPerthshirearea,alllocal
businessesstandtobenefitfromastrongandsuc-
cessfulorganisation.Accordingly,wearecontinu-
ingtoseeknewmembersfromretailersaswellas
thoseinvolvedintheaccommodationandhospital-
itysectors,andindeed“privatemembers”,inthe
firmbeliefthatstrength-in-numbersaddsweightin
ourdealingswithpotentialfundingpartners.Ifyou
feelthatyouwanttobepartofthissuccessstory,
pleasecontactus!
Formoreinformation:
• visitwww.bepta.com
• Secretary,Philip Smith,on 01250 882200

(psmith@motomo.co.uk)
• Chairman,Mike Purdie,on 01250 885217

(mikepurdie@onetel.com).

BLAIRGOWRIE & EAST PERTHSHIRE WALKING FESTIVAL
TherecentlycompletedfifthBlairgowrieWalking
Festival,organisedthroughBlairgowrieandDistrict
NextSteps(BaDNS)buildsonsuccessaftersuc-
cess.
Thisyearhasbeennoexceptionwithover80%of
availablespacestakenupoverthe6-dayevent.It
hashadalmostuniversalacclaimfromparticipants
andtheyallhaveonethingincommon,andthatis
anew-foundsenseofintendingtoreturntosample
whatEastPerthshirehastoofferatothertimesof
theyear.TheFestivalisorganisedandrunona
voluntarybasis,utilisingtheskillsandexperiences
ofmanywhohadbeenconsideredaspasttheir

prime,andinstillinginthemanewfoundsenseof
worthandachievement.
TheorganisersareverygratefultoKirstyKnottof
theRiversideFootClinicandIainMcLeanofthe
RoyalHotelwhosehelpwasinvaluableduringthe
event.
Aprovisionalprogrammehasalreadybeenpre-
pared for 2009 and will be available on
www.walkingfestival.orgintheNewYear.Contact:

NickorSueColeon01828640763
orviawww.walkingfestival.org

BLAIRGOWRIE LIBRARY
BOOKS ON WHEELS
BlairgowrieLibraryworksinpartnershipwithWRVS
todeliverbookstopeoplewhoareunabletovisit
theirlocallibrary. WRVS Books on Wheels
volunteersalreadyvisitmanypeopleintheirhomes,
butwewouldliketoextendtheservicetoothers
whocouldbenefit.

WHO CAN USE BOOKS ON WHEELS?
Ifyouareunabletovisityourlocallibrarybecause
youarehousebound,recoveringfromillness,have
mobilitydifficulties,visualimpairmentorareacarer
athome,wecanbringthelibraryservicetoyou.

http://www.bepta.com,
http://www.bepta.com
http://www.walkingfestival.org
http://www.walkingfestival.org
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HOW DOES THIS SERVICE WORK?
Whenyoucontactustojoin,yourlocallibrarystaff
willdiscussyourinterestsandrequirements.In
additiontoourregularstock,wehaveanextensive
collectionoflarge print andaudio books available
andwecansupplymusicCDsandDVDstoo.We

willselectitemsforyouandarrangeforaWRVS
volunteertodelivertoyourhomemonthly.
FormoreinformationpleasecontactBlairgowrie
Library,46a Leslie Street,ortelephone 01250
872905.

BLAIR IN BLOOM
TheBlairinBloomcommitteehashadaverysuc-
cessfulsummer.WewereawardedGoldinthe
TakeaPrideinPerthshirecompetitionandSilver
andaMostImprovedTownawardintheBeautiful
Scotlandcompetition.Thankyoutoallthebusi-
nesseswhosupportedusandthevolunteerswho
helpeduscarryoutalltheworkneededtomake
surethetownwasuptostandard.Nowwehaveto
planhowwecanimprovefornextyear!!
Ourraffle-heldinTescos-raised£360.50which
willbeusedtobuythewinterpansiesandcrocuses
whichwillbeplantedbylocalnurseryclasses,the
TrefoilGuildandBlairinBloomvolunteers.

WeareholdingourprizegivingforourGarden,Sun-
flowerandPhotographiccompetitionwinnerson13
November.OurAGM willbeheldonMonday2nd
February2009intheRoyalHotelat7.30pm.
Wehavehadsomenewhelpersthisyearbutare
alwayslookingformore-soifyouoryourorganisa-
tionwouldliketohelpusitwouldbeverymuchap-
preciated.Ifyoucanevenspareafewhoursocca-
sionallypleasegivemeacall.
HelenMcCann,Chairman
Tel01250874000;Emailblairinbloom@aol.com

COMMUNITY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Followingthesuccessesofthe3rdStrathmoreArts
Festivalinspringof2007,thegrouparepreparing
forthenextfestivalon4th/5thApril2009.Thecom-
mitteeofferhighqualityartsactivitiesforpeopleof
allages.We’realwayslookingfornewpeopleto
helpoutorgiveussomeoftheirideas.
Helpisavailableforadultswishingtoimprovetheir
writingandspellingskillsbycontactingElaineon
874234.Helpisavailableatatimeandplaceto
suitthelearnerandallprovisionisfreeandconfi-
dential.CommunityLearningalsorunsagroupon
aTuesdayeveninginRowanbankforadultswish-
ingtoimprovetheirconversationalEnglish,what-
everthecountryoforigin. ContactKathleenon
874234.Thisprovisionisfreeofcharge.

ThenewDukeofEdinburghAwardgroupsstartin
Novemberforyoungpeopleof14andover.There
willbeanopeneveningatRowanbankinmidNo-
vemberforallpotentialnew recruitstofindout
more.
Ifyou’vegotanideathatwillhelpyourcommunity
butarenotsurehowtogetitoffthegroundthenget
intouch.Wealsoofferhelpforcommunitygroups
lookingforfunding,orhelpwithconstitutions—
phoneJohnon874234tofindoutmore.
JohnCorrigan,RowanbankCommunityLearning
Centre,NewtonTerrace,BlairgowriePH106HD
Phone:01250874234;E-mail:JCorrigan@Blair-
pkc.org.uk

FRIENDS OF BLAIRGOWRIE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
TheFriendsisaregisteredcharitySC004061.The
objectistoraisefundstopromotethewelfareofpa-
tientsandstaffatBlairgowrieCommunityHospital
andtoprovideaids,comfortsandfacilitieswhich
are notoffered through the mainstream NHS
Budget.Inotherwordstohelpmakethehospitala
betterplaceforthoseelderlypeopleinthecommu-
nitywhoneedit.
Themainannualfund-raisingeventisaStrawberry
FayreheldinBlairgowrieTownHall.Wealsohave
coffeemorningsinthehospitalandatothervenues.
Mostofourincomehowever,comesfromdonations
whichcanbeenhancedifthedonorisataxpayer.
Funeralcollections,attheinvitationofnextofkin
whowishtoshowtheirgratitudeforthekindcare
andattentiongiventolovedonesduringwhatisof-
tenthelastdaysoftheirlife,arealsoaveryimpor-
tantsourceofincome.
Lastyearwasthe21stanniversaryoftheFriends’
founding. Itwasperhapsfittingthatitcoincided
withthecompletionandopeningoftwosunrooms
andrestructuredgardensforusebythepatients.
Thiswasajointprojectbythefriendsandnursing

staffwhichcostover£300,000.Generouslysup-
portedbythepublicandlocalorganisationsthis
moneywasraisedoveraperiodoffouryears.We
aresurethesunroomsandgardens,whichhave
beengreatlyadmired,willremainformanyyearsa
peacefulandcomfortingplaceforpatients.
Inadditiontotheprovisionofmaterialthingsforpa-
tientsandstaff,therearethreegroupsofvolunteers
whooperateundertheauspicesoftheFriendswho
makeamostvaluablecontributiontothewell-being
ofpatients.Thereisathirty-plusgroupofladies
who,onarotasystem,lookafterthecutflowers
andpotplantsinthewards.Thereisalsoa“Qual-
ityofLife”teamwhovisitpatientsandalsosixgar-
denerswholookafterthegardens—allareFriends.
TheFriends’managementcommitteenumber16.
TheyliaiseregularlywithSeniorChargeNursesto
assessandconsiderwhatisrequiredtofulfilour
aims.
DouglasKidd,Chairman,40WoodlandsPark,
Blairgowrie
douglaskidd@btinternet.com;01250875816
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GROWBIZ—ENTERPRISING EASTERN PERTHSHIRE
Thisinnovativecommunity-basedprojectoffersa
businesscoachingserviceforpeoplethinkingof
startingtheirownbusiness,orwishingtoexpandan
existingbusiness.Theserviceisfreeandconfiden-
tialandtheEnterpriseFacilitator,FionaMcPhail
canarrangetomeetatasuitabletimeandplace.

Soifyouhaveadreamtoworkforyourselfbutare
notquitesurehow togoaboutitgetintouch.
PhoneFionaon07912786864orvisitourweb-
site—www.growbiz.co.uktofindoutabitmore
aboutthisexcitinglocalproject.

HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL
(soon to be Newhill Primary)

Wehaveallhadtheusualverybusystarttothe
schoolyearandwecan’tbelievethatweareinto
thesecondtermalready!
Theon-goingbignewsis,ofcourse,ournew
schoolwhichisduetoopeninJuly2009—amere
ninemonthsfromnow.
The management team, Mrs Patton (Head
Teacher),MrsMcIntoshandMrsGoodman(both
DeputeHeadTeachers)wereinvitedfortheirsec-
ondvisitonTuesday28thOctober.Itwasexciting
toseehowmuchtheschoolhad,quiteliterally,
grownsincethefirstvisit.Wewereabletowalk
downcorridorsandrecognisethevariousclass-
roomsandoffices. Thegroundsarealsotaking
shapeandwecouldseewherethevariouspitches
andplayareaaretobe.Wearesoontohavea
meetingwiththelandscaperstodecideonthelay-
outoftrees,bushes,games,seatingandsoon.
Theprospectofournewschoolisveryexcitingbut
westillhavetogetonwiththeday-to-daylifeofour
presentschool.Wehavesomeplansfortheyear
aheadandourfirstmajoreventisourChristmas

Fayrewhichistobeheldintheschoolontheeve-
ningofThursday,4thDecember.Thisisorganised
by HOST,ourParents’Counciland different
classes willbe responsible fordifferentstalls.
Therewillbeteasandcoffeesandwebelievethatit
isverylikelythatSantawillfindtimetopayusa
visit!Theeventwillbeadvertisedbypostersinthe
localpress.
Christmas(I’llwhisperit!)isfastapproachingand
we are already making arrangements forour
ChristmasServiceinBlairgowrieParishChurch
which,thisyearwillbeaCarolService.
Parents,grandparentsandmembersofthepublic
willbemadeverywelcomeatbothoftheseevents.
Meanwhilethenormalschoollifecontinuesandwe
areluckytohavesuchwellbehavedchildrenwho,
encouragedbyteachersandparents,workhard
andareacredittouswhenoutinthecommunity.
Thesechildrenarethe‘real’schoolandtheywill
continuetobesowhenwehavemovedtoournew
premises.

RATTRAY HALL
RattrayHallCommitteearedelightedwiththecon-
tinuedCommunityuseofthehall.
OurLunchClubonaMondaycontinuestoenjoya
threecoursemeal,eg:

Leek&PotatoSoup,RoastoftheDay,Baked
RicePudding
alsoafreegameofBingo,allfor£2.50.Come
andenjoy!Allwelcome.

RattrayBeginnersSocialBridgeClubonaMonday
at1.30pmrecentlystartedhavehadanexcellent
response.
SilverSurfersInternetCaféonaTuesday1.15pm
to3.15pmisopenforallover50’stodropin.See
howtousecomputersorenjoyagameofwhistor
dominoesetcorreadthepapers.Tea,coffeeand
sconesareserved.Thereisnochargesocome
alongandenjoythecompany!!

Othereventsinthehallare
• BuggieClub Tuesday&Thursdayam
• Pallattes Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday
• Crafts,Yoga&Creche Fridays
• Rattray&DistrictSWRIEverythirdMondayof

theMonthat7pm
• RattrayChurchGuild EverysecondTuesday

7pm
Thehallcanbebookedforfunctions,meetings,
partiesetc.Moredetails:

Tel Shonaidh01250870525;
Email rattrayhall@tiscali.co.uk

RATTRAY PARISH CHURCH
Sunday worship takes place every week at
11.15am,andCommunionServicesareheldonthe
firstSundayofFebruary,JuneandNovember,at
whichmembersofallChristiandenominationsare
welcome.
OnthelastSundayofeachmonththereisaTraid-
craftStallbeforeandaftertheservice.RevDrMal-
colmMacRae(01250872462)istheminister,and

Andrew Hodge(01250874441)istheSession
Clerk.
ServicesareheldatHopeParkonthefirstSunday
ofeachmonthandatAshgroveCourtonthethird
Sundayofeachmonth,aspartofthechurch’sout-
reachtothecommunity. Also,“TeaandChat”
meetingsarerunonceafortnightinAshgrove
Court,onTuesdayafternoons.

http://www.growbiz.co.uk
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RattrayGuildmeetsfortnightlyonthesecondand
fourthTuesdayofthemonth,inRattrayHallinBal-
moralRoad,at7.30.Recenteventsandspeakers
haveincludedtheBlairBells,anillustratedtalkon
MercyShips,andademonstrationofcardmaking,
andmeetingsinthecomingmonthswillfeature
speakersfrom RidingfortheDisabledandFern-
green Nursery. The Guild ConvenerisChris
McLeay(01250874122)andthesecretaryisMary
Nicholson(01250875246).
RattrayChurchisfortunatetohaveaflourishing
YouthForum,currentlyabout15youngpeople,led

byEvelynGrieve(01250874225).Thisautumnthey
haveagainheldaverysuccessfulImpactHoliday
Clubduringtheschoolholidays,whenprimary
schoolchildrenfromBlairgowrieandRattraycame
alongforfun,games,craftandBiblestories.The
Forum alsoconductedaHarvestFestivalservice
whichhadasitsthemeHarvestHelp,acharity
whichpromotesself-relianceinruralcommunitiesin
Africa.
TheForum willagainbeplayingaleadingpartin
thisyear’sChristmasEveservice.

http://www.pdfpdf.com
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RELAY FOR LIFE WRAPS UP
Awrap-uppartyforthisyear’sRelayforLifewas
heldintheRoyalHotel,Blairgowrie,onSaturday
27thSeptember.
ThecommitteepresentedDorothyRodger,Area
VolunteermanagerforCancerResearchUK,witha
chequefor£43,831.59.Astaggeringamount!This
figurerepresentsallthe fundraising,donations,
CandlesofHope,BalloonRace,SponsoraPost&
on-linedonations. SandraIsles,RelayforLife
Chair,congratulatedthe18teamswhotookpartin
theevent,on23rd&24thAugust,fortheirfantastic
fundraisingefforts.
Inall,271teammemberswalkedorranroundthe
trackattheJJCouparParkduringthe24hoursof
Relay,22survivorswalkedthefirstlap&316Can-

dlesofHopeweresold.Davidson’sDiehardswere
thewinnersoftheAilsaIslesMemorialSalverfor
raisingthemostmoneyperteammember.
Thecommitteewouldliketothankeveryonewho
contributedinanywaytohelpusachievethisphe-
nomenalamount.Achequehasalreadybeensent
toCancerResearchUKtohelpfindnewwaysto
prevent,diagnose&treatdifferenttypesofcancer.
Morethan1in3peopleintheUKdevelopcancer
atsomepointintheirlives&CancerResearchUK
supporttheworkofmorethan3,500scientists,doc-
tors&nursesinover35towns&citiesacrossthe
UK.
Ourfundraisingwillmakearealdifference,sothank
youforyoursupport.

SPECIAL TREATS
TheSpecialTreatscontinuetoholdeventsintheRattrayHall.
RecentlyweheldaQuizNightandWhistDrive.
OurDinnerDanceistobeonFridaythe28thNovemberintheRattrayHall.Tickets£12includea4-coursemeal
andmusicbytheLighthouseOctet.Tel01250870525fortickets
OurHogmanayPartyisonthe31stDecintheRattrayHallwithonlyafewticketsremaining.
OurDecemberOutingtotheChristmasMarketsinGermany,HollandandBelgiumisfullybooked.
Anyoneover55yearsofageandnotalreadyonourlistwhowouldliketogoonour2009outingsandweekend
breakspleasetelephone01250870525

STRATHMORE CENTRE FOR YOUTH DIALOGUE
IthasbeenaverybusysummeratSCYD,Strath-
more’sYoungPeople’sCentre,withafullpro-
grammeofsummeractivitiesthatincludedanedu-
cationalvisittoDrumdergWindFarm,abeauty
sessionworkshop,aBattleoftheBands,avisitto
St.Andrewsbeach,beachgamesandBBQ,activi-
tiesdayatCompassChristianCentre,anorigami
workshop,visitstovariousskateparkstakingvid-
eos/photos,Speak-up-Speak-outworkshopgiving
confidenceandavoicetothosewhoarecurrently
voiceless,CV writingworkshop,Interview tech-
niques,Jobhuntingskillsfollowedbyendofpro-
grammeparty. Inadditionwerananalternative
therapytastersession,afundayandacoupleof
fundraisers.
Wehavealsobeenbusywiththeongoingprojects
ofRIP (Rural Information Project) andarehoping
formorecommunityinvolvement.Ifyouhavean
eventyouwouldliketoadvertisefreepleasecon-
tactusandwewillplaceitonour11screens
throughoutStrathmore.Wewillbereinstatingthe
Happy to Help group(ayoungpersonledinter-
generational programme)andarelookingforpar-
ticipants/volunteersbothYoungandMoreMatureto
swapskillsacrossthegenerations.Wearecur-
rentlylookingforpremisessuitableforcomputers
andcookingandassoonasweidentifyonewe’llbe
readytoroll.

SomeoftheyoungpeopleatSCYDhaveidentified
theneedtoaddresstheissuesofalcoholconsump-
tionamongstteenagersandtheunusuallyhighin-
stancesofselfharmintheStrathmorearea.They
arecurrentlysettingupaSelf Harm Peer Support
Group andanAlcohol Peer Support Group to
provideassistanceandinformationforthosewho
areaffectedbysuchissues.
OneunusualpieceoffundraisingthatSCYDwillbe
undertakingisaSilent Art Auction. Artwillbe
placedinTheDomewhohavekindlyagreedtolet
ususetheirpremisestodisplaytheartfrom
Wednesday5thNovemberuntilthedayoftheauc-
tiononSaturday8thNovember.Ifyouareanartist
andwouldliketodonateapieceofworkforthis
greatcausepleasecontactusonthenumberbelow
andpleasemaketheefforttovisitTheDomeand
viewtheworkofsomelocalartists.Whoknows
youmayevenwanttoplaceasecretbid!
Ifanyonewouldliketoparticipateinanyofthe
above eventsorfuture events,please contact
SCYDbypoppinginto21LeslieSt.Blairgowrieor
callinguson01250872121.
CraigCantwell,Manager,SCYD,21LeslieSt.
Blairgowrie

STRIDE FOR LIFE WEDNESDAY WALKS
ThenextseriesofwalksprovidedbyBlairgowrie
andDistrictNextStepsStrideforLifeWednesday

Walks:Participantsshouldmeetat9.15amatBlair-
gowrieTownHallreadytodepartat9.30am.
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Date Walk Time Bus
29October Dunkeld-Hermitage 2–2.5hrs Yes
05November Kirkmichael-Enochdu 2–2.5hrs Yes
12November KittySwanson 2-2.5hrs Yes
19November NetherKincairney 2–2.5hrs Yes
26November Alyth–AlythDen 2–2.5hrs Yes

Thisisaprogrammerunbyvolunteersfrom the
BlairgowrieandDistrictNextStepswalkinggroup
[website:www.badns.org]assistedbyStrathmore
and the Glens Rural Partnership
[www.strathmoreglens.org].
Therewillbeatleasttwowalkspersession:one
suitableforthosewhopreferaslowpace,whichwill
coverlessdistance,andanotherwhichwillcaterfor
amediumand/orfastpacecoveringagreaterdis-
tance.
Alltimesareapproximateandwilldependon
weather,groundconditionsandspeedofwalking,
anddonotincludeanallowanceforthebusjour-
ney.Pleasenotethatthereisnoguaranteeofa
busplaceunlesspre-booked.
Alloftheseeventsareopentoall,howeverthose
comingforthefirsttimearerequiredtocompletea

registrationformandbriefhealthquestionnaire.If
inanydoubtaboutyourfitnessforawalkplease
consultyourGPorothermedicaladvisororgiveLiz
White(HealthVisitor)acallon01250876668.
Whilstmostofthewalkleadersareappropriately
qualifiedoutdoorfirstaidersthisisnotasubstitute
forqualifiedmedicaladvicefromahealthpractitio-
ner.Unfortunatelyinaccordancewithnormalprac-
tice,allchildrenandvulnerableadultsmustalways
beaccompaniedbyanadultcarer.Thereisasmall
chargeof£3perwalktocoverthecostofhireof
venue,transportandrefreshments.Furtherinfor-
mation regarding BADNS orStrathmore & the
Glenscanbeobtainedfrom:

NickorSueColeon01828640763
orviawww.badns.orgor
www.strathmoreglens.org

TAYSIDE POLICE
NOTES FOR COMMUNITY INFORMATION

SUMMARY
Inearly2008theForceExecutiveofTaysidePolice
identifiedthattelephonecallhandlingneededtobe
addressedinlinewithincreasesincallvolumesand
anacceptancethatthelevelofserviceofferedto
thepublic,wasnottothehighstandardswhichthe
Forcewishedtodeliver.InApril2008aSuperin-
tendentwasappointedtotheroleofHeadofCom-
municationsCentretocarryoutareviewofcom-
municationswithintheForceCommunicationsCen-
tre.
The review also examined how the Force re-
spondedtocriticalincidentsandtheForcetookthe
opportunitytoreplacethePoliceInspectorslocated
withintheForceCommunicationsCentre,ona24
hoursbasis,withChiefInspectorranks,increasing
theForce’sabilitytodealwithcriticalandmajorin-
cidents.
Thereviewmadenumeroussuggestionswithre-
specttostaffing,accommodation,technologyand
procedureseparatedinto3distinctplansnamely,
short,mediumandlongtermactionsoverthecom-
ingmonthsandreachingcompletioninNovember,
2009. Theshorttermactionshavealreadybeen
completed.Theseincluded:-
• Changestosupervisor’shourswithintheCall

CentrewithintheForceCommunicationsCen-
tre.

• Therecruitmentofanadditionalsupervisorin
thisareawhowillcomeintopostinOctober,
2008.

• Therecruitmentof9temporarycallhandlersby
November2008,toprovidethepublicwitha
moreefficientserviceduringthetransitionpe-
riod.

• Technicalchangestoallowcallstobedealtwith
moreefficiently.

• ProceduralchangeswithintheCommunications
Centretoincreaseefficiency.

• ThecallhandlingareaoftheForceCommunica-
tionsCentreredevelopedtoallowadditionalre-
sourcestobeemployed.

Thesechangeshavealreadyledtoanimprovement
in999callhandling.InApril,2008thekeyper-
formanceindicatorofnumberof999callsanswered
within10secondswas84%. Thishasnowin-
creasedto96%inSeptember2008.
InApril,2008theabandonedcallratewas25%
comparedtoanabandonedcallrateof10%inSep-
tember2008.WhiletheForcedoesnotbelievethis
figuretobeacceptableandstillabovethetargetof
8%,itshouldbenotedthatinSeptember2008
therewasnoincreaseinstaffingandthisfigurewill
dropasthenewstaffcomeintopostinNovember,
2008.
Thenewstaffinginthisarearepresentsa56%in-
creaseinstaffingdedicatedtocallhandling.

http://www.badns.org
http://www.strathmoreglens.org
http://www.badns.org
http://www.strathmoreglens.org
http://www.pdfpdf.com
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Thegraphindicatesimprovementsinthisarea.

Theseimprovementshavetobemeasuredagainst
aconstantlyincreasingnumberof999callsasde-
pictedinthenextgraph,whichindicatesacontinu-
ousrisein999callsalargenumberofwhichare
causedbyinappropriateuseofthe999system.

Itiscritical
thatallop-
erational
officersre-
inforcethe
emergency
natureof
the999sys-
tem.Itis
notasys-
temforuse
bymem-
bersofthe
publicwho
havesimply
runoutof
crediton

theirmobiletelephones.
TheimprovementswithintheForceCommuni-
cationsCentrehavealsoseentheintroductionof
anSMStextalertsystemforthehearingand
speechimpairedcommunityinpartnershipwiththe
TaysideAssociationfortheDeaf’sSoundSense
Project.ThelongertermrecommendationsforForceCom-
municationshavealsobeensupportedbytheForce
Executive.Theseinclude:
• TheformationofanewForceCommunications

CentrewithinHeadquarters,Dundee,allowing
theamalgamationofresourcestobettercontrol
allcriticalincidentsunderthecommandofthe
newChiefInspectors.

• Theformationofanewsecondcallhandling
centreinDivisionalHeadquarters,Perthwiththe
creationof9additionalCallHandlingPoststo
dealefficientlywithcallsfromthepublic.

• Theintroductionofademand-ledshiftpattern
withintheForceCommunicationsCentre

• TheintroductionofPoliceStaffTeam Leaders
andAssistantTeamleadertoallowthereturnto
operationalrolesof5Sergeantsand8Consta-
blesoveraperiodbetweenearly2009and
2010.

Whiletheseimprovementswillbephasedovera
periodtheimprovementsinefficiencytothepublic
areclearlybeingseenalreadyandthesewillonly
improveafterthenewcallhandlingresourceisin
placeinNovember,2008.
Thisbriefingdocumentisdesignedforcommunity
meetingstoallowCommunityOfficers,Sergeants
andInspectorstokeeptheircommunitiesupdated
withdevelopmentsinthisareaandtoallaysomeof
theconcernswhichmanycommunitygroupshave
expressedregardingcallhandling.

YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS
Cllr Bob Ellis, 01738475041/01250873899;rsellis@pkc.gov.uk
Cllr Liz Grant, 01738475014;E-mail:eagrant@pkc.gov.uk

Cllr Caroline Shiers,01738553990;cshiers@pkc.gov.uk

MESSAGE FROM CLLR BOB ELLIS
InmylastinputtotheBlairgowrie&RattrayCom-
munityCouncil’sBulletin,Ispokeofthe2007Walk-
ingFestival;the2008eventhasgoneoffverywell
anddespiteearlyindications,wewereonly30orso
bodiesdownonlastyear.OrganisersNick&Sue
Coleandtheirhelpershavetobecongratulatedfor
theirefforts.
Ithinkthatoneyearonitisgreatthatyourthreelo-
calcouncillorsarestillbattingtogetherforevery
oneinWard3andthathascomethroughonmany
aspectsoverthelastfewmonths.
WehavehadmeetingswithRoadsregardingvari-
ouscomplaintsaboutparkingproblemsinBalmoral
Road,signageandotherissuesbroughttoourat-
tention.
Wehavealsodealtwithseveralplanningissues.
TheBurnheadRoadDevelopmenthasstilltogoto
Committeetobeapprovedorotherwise. Ihave

beeninvolvedwiththedevelopmentinCouparAn-
gusRoadanditwasgoodtoseethedevelopers
havingapublicdrop-inmeetingandasaresult,I
haveaskedthemtohaveone-to-onemeetingswith
concernedresidentsifnecessary.
Oneotherdevelopment,whichIhavebeeninvolved
in,istheproposedapplicationconcerningthere-
sitingofthetenniscourtsfromtheirpresentsiteto
theproposedoneinJJCouparPark. Ihave
chairedthefirstmeetingandlookforwardtothe
nextone.
IhavehadameetingwithoneofourEnvironment
OfficersconcerningtheLoonBraes.I(alongwith,I
think,manyothers)am disappointedatthestate
thatthisoncelovelyareahasbeenallowedtoget
into. Aproposedget-togetherofvariousgroups
aroundthetownshouldresultintheirrestoration.
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IhavehadafewmeetingswithmembersofBlair-
gowrie&RattrayRegenerationCompanyandat-
tendedthepublicmeetingdescribedearlierinthis
Bulletin.Thismeetingwaswellattendedandmany
goodpointswereraised,butwe,asacommunity
needtogetbehindthisCompanyandtheirprojects.

ItwouldbegreattoseeeverypersoninBlairgowrie
&RattrayenrolledasmembersofthisCompany
andyoucandothisfor£1,givingyouashare,a
voteandabadge.Thegroupintendtocontinueto
publicisetheiractivitiesinthisway.
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