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Eastern Perthshire Action Plan Steering Group Meeting
2 November 2006

Present: Ken MacDonald (KMD), (Chair), Perth and Kinross Council (PKC)
Florence McNeil (FMN), Aylth Business Association
Mike Purdie (MP), Blairgowrie and East Perthshire Tourism Association (BEPTA)
Ian McLean (IML), BEPTA
Graham Young (GY), Coupar Angus Regeneration Trust (CART)
Gordon Paterson, (GP), Communities Scotland
Bryan Menzies (BM), Perth College
John McCrone (JMC), PKC
John Fyfe (JF), PKC, Head Teacher, Blairgowrie High School
Jane Alston (JA), PKC
Sue Cole (SC), Strathmore & the Glens
Vicky Miller (VM), VisitScotland

Apologies: Matthew MacNaughton (MMN), Blairgowrie Merchants

Guest (s): Councillor Bob Ellis (BE), PKC
Vicky Brock, Highland Business Research
David Scotney, Atkins
Pauline Alexander
Nick Cole (NC)

Action
by

1 Welcome

2 Apologies: As per above-mentioned.

3 Minutes: Minute of previous meeting approved.

4 Matters Arising:

Retail Survey: Action(s): JMC to present findings at next meeting.

Signage Study: JMC confirmed study now commissioned. Consultation with
Merchant’s Associations will take place.

Outdoor Show: Strathmore and the Glens have decided not to attend the
show. This is mainly due to time and funding restraints. Even with VS and
PKC offering to assist with stand costs, the cost of travel and accommodation
is proving too expensive.

BE suggested that the Countryside Trust may be interested in attending.
Action(s): VM to discuss with Martin Currie.

Start Up Grant Eastern Perthshire: KMD confirmed that the Council had
approved the setting up of the fund. Business Gateway Perth will administer
the grant on behalf of the Council.

JMC

VM

5 5.1 East Perthshire Tourism Findings: Presentation by Vicky Brock of
Highland Business Research, attached.
Action(s):
VS in conjunction with BEPTA asked to report on priorities identified by the
study and how these will be taken forward by creating an action plan to be
presented to the group.

VM/MP
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5.2 Coach Parking Facilities in Blairgowrie: Presentation by David
Scotney, Atkins, attached.
Action(s):
Full report to be distributed to group. JMC to lead on discussions with
relevant council officers about site option recommended by study.

IML intends to pursue marketing opportunities to attract coaches. JMC to
provide coach information.

JMC/JA

JMC

5.3 Hill Primary Site: BE outlined an idea for the possible use of the site and
indicated he had submitted a note of interest to the Council’s property
section. The group give their agreement in principle to the suggested use of
the site.
Actions(s):
BE to take his plans forward and keep group informed of progress. BE
5.4 Sirolli: As per paper circulated. Recruitment Committee meeting 8 Nov
to agree selection and recruitment processes for the Enterprise Facilitator
post.
5.5 Blairgowrie High School: Skills survey; as per paper circulated.
Action(s):
A detailed report on the findings to be prepared. Progress meeting with
Scottish Enterprise and Careers Scotland to be arranged. Findings to be
presented to employers who responded to the survey in the new year.
Update to be provided at next meeting.

JA

5.6 Community Communication: (NC) is the editor in chief. NC will create
a publication timetable to fit between BEPTA’s newsletter issue dates and
also provide editoral deadlines. Contributions will be coordinated by NC in
conjunction with BE. SC will generate contributions from community groups
and voluntary sector. JA will submit ABI related contributions on behalf of the
Council. JA will organise printing and distribution and will explore the
possibility of distribution by royal mail so as to reach every household.

NC/BE/
SC/JA

6 Childcare provision in Eastern Perthshire: Pauline Alexander outlined her
plans to create a private day nursery in Blairgowrie. Pauline has carried out
research to support the need for such a facility and is currently exploring land
options to build a purpose built facility. The group are supportive of Pauline’s
plans and have offered to support where they can. Pauline asked to keep the
group informed of progress and liaise with JF regarding a possible funding
opportunity. PA/JF

7 Agenda items for next meeting:
§ Retail Study – John McCrone
§ Coupar Angus Heritage Lottery Application – John McCrone/Graham

Young
§ Business Infrastructure in Eastern Perthshire – Paul Kyle
§ Skills for School Leavers Business Meeting – Jane Alston

JMC
JMC/GY

PK
JA

8 AOB: None

9 Date of next meeting: Wednesday 13th December 2006 at 2pm. Venue to
be confirmed.

JA
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